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Business Activity in the United States continued upward 
through August, and, for the 4 weeks ending September 
14, gained 3 per cent from the previous 4 weeks, and 10 
per cent from the corresponding period of 1939, according 
to the New York Times business activity index. For the 
first 8 months of 1940, this index shows business to have 
gained 11 per cent from the same period last year. Busi- 
ness activity as measured by the Metal Industry activity 
index for the same period, gained 4 per cent from the pre- 
vious 4 weeks, and 19 per cent from the corresponding 4 
weeks in 1939. According to this index, business activity 
for the first 8 months of the year was 20 per cent above 
the same period last year. 

Income Payments to all classes of recipients were up in 
August from July: total income payments, 1 per cent; 
salaries and wages income, 1 per cent; and cash agricul- 
tural income from marketings, 3 per cent. For the first 8 
months of 1940 as compared with the same period of 1939, 
total income payments gained 6 per cent; salaries and 
wages income, 6 per cent; and cash agricultural income 
from farm marketings, 9 per cent. 

Industrial Production in August as méasured by the 
Federal Reserve Board’s revised index, increased 3 per 
cent from July and 17 per cent from August, 1939. For 
the first 8 months of 1940, industrial production according 
to this index gained 16 per cent as compared with the 
corresponding 8 months in 1939. 

Automobile Production in August dropped 67 per cent 
from July and was down 24 per cent from August, 1939. 
For the first 8 months of the year, however, automobile 
production was 20 per cent greater than during the same 
period in 1939. September production, however, expanded 
substantially, and for the week ending September 21, 
assemblies amounted to 78,820 units. 

Pig Iron and Steel Production increased 4 per cent and 
8 per cent, respectively, in August from July. As compared 
with August, 1939, both pig iron and steel production 
gained 42 per cent. For the first 8 months of the year, as 
compared with the same period last year, pig iron produc- 
tion was up 49 per cent and steel production, 39 per cent. 
During the month of August the steel industry operated 
at 90 per cent of capacity, a gain of 4 per cent from July, 
and 44 per cent from August, 1939. For the first 8 months 
of 1940, the operating rate in the steel industry was 51 


J 


per cent above the corresponding period of 1939. Further 
gains occurred in September, and for the week ending 
September 21, the operating rate for the United States 
reached 93 per cent, gains having occurred in five districts. 
In Ohio, for the week ending September 21, the operating 
rate was 83 per cent in Youngstown, 79 per cent in Cin- 
cinnati, and 88 per cent in Cleveland. This represented a 
loss from the previous week of 3 points in Cincinnati, 1 
point in Cleveland, and 3 points in Youngstown. In 
August, 193 stacks were operating in the United States 
as compared with 138 a year ago. 

Retail Trade in August reflected the industrial gains. 
Sales of independent retail stores in 34 states were up 12 
per cent from August, 1939. Department store sales for 
the country as a whole were up 22 per cent in August from 
July, and 18 per cent from August, 1939. Chain store sales 
in August were 3 per cent above July and 8 per cent above 
August, 1939. For the first 8 months of the year as com- 
pared with the same period last year, department store 
sales were up 4 per cent and chain store sales 6 per cent. 

Commodity Prices declined slightly in August from 
July. Wholesale commodity prices and the cost of living 
index were down fractionally, and retail food prices, 1 per 
cent. Department store prices were unchanged in August 
from July. As compared with August, 1939, however, 
wholesale commodity prices were up 3 per cent; retail 
food prices, 3 per cent; the cost of living, 2 per cent; and 
department store prices, 4 per cent. 

Construction Activity, as measured by the value of 
contracts awarded, increased 4 per cent in August from 
July, 33 per cent from August, 1939, and for the first 8 
months of the year, was 5 per cent above the same period 
last year. The August gain from July was due to a 9 per 
cent increase in residential construction and a 20 per cent 
increase in public works and utilities construction. Non- 
residential construction was down 14 per cent from July. 
All types of construction gained over August, 1939. 

Manufacturing Employment in the United States was 
up 4 per cent in August from July, and 7 per cent from 
August, 1939. Manufacturing payrolls were up 7 per cent 
from July and 16 per cent from August, 1939. For the 
year to date as compared with the same period last year, 
manufacturing employment was up 7 per cent, and pay- 
rolls, 14 per cent. 
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“What They Say’’— 


“The Outlook for Production Costs”—“Production 
costs since the outbreak of war have not shown any 
marked change but most of the executives partici- 
pating in a questionnaire survey recentiy undertaken 
by the Conference Board expect the trend to be defi- 
nitely upward in the future. 

“As the rearmament program moves forward, it is 
expected to be accompanied by higher wage rates, 
particularly for skilled labor, increased material 
costs and, of course, a rising tax burden. The trend 
of the cost of living is being carefully watched and 
it is generally agreed that gains would result in 
demands for higher wage rates. Overtime charges 
are expected to increase over present levels, partly 
because of the change in hours under the ‘Wage- 
Hour’ Act after October 24. The extent to which any 
gains in costs may be offset by increased production 
cannot of course be forecast; in this connection, 
however, the following excerpt from one of the 
reports received is of significance: ‘The added vol- 
ume of production resulting from defense procure- 
ment is not likely to produce normal volume econo- 
mies to offset such increases in costs for the reason 
that so much of this procurement production must 
be handled in haste and on an emergency basis to 
meet emergency delivery dates. For a time at least, 
this production is likely to be relatively high-cost 
because of overtime involved, excessive supervisory 
costs, and the inefficiency inherent in all emergency 
scheduling’.”—-The Conference Board Economic Rec- 
ord, September 7, 1940. 


NOTE:—Space permits only brief excerpts from the original 
statements. For the full analysis we recommend that the reader 
refer to the sources given. 
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« U. S. Reference Data 


CHANGE FROM 
Last 
1 1940 Aug. 8 
Aug- | 1940 |months 
Unit 1940 | trom | 1940 
or Index from Aug. | from 
General Business 
tals. or Average Indexes for % % Yo 
Weeks Ended on Indicated Da‘ 
Bus. Activity—9/14/40..N.Y.Times 106 102; + 3 +10 }+ 11 
Fght. Car Loadings“—9/14/40Thous.| 3,029] 2,907} + 4 |+ 6 | + 10 
Metal Ind. Activity“—9/14/40.. .1926 105 101} + 4 | +19 | + 20 
Calendar Mcpths 

* Bank Dbts. (Outside N.Y.C.)** 1926) 79 81} — 3 7 
Total Inc. Payments™:4,....... 1929 90 soi 6 
Salaries and Wages Income*.¢ 90 89; + l i+ 6 | + 6 
Agr.Inc. (Cash from Mktgs.)** 1924-29 78 mi + 38 + 38 + 9 
Non- ultural Income™.4 .. . 7929 92 91}; + 6 
Life Ins. Sales Relative®*........1930 59 1 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate*..% | 90 86) + 4/+ 44 | + 51 
Securities Issued*7—New....M yu 129 396 | — 67 | + 14 | — 36 
Securities Issued—Refunding “ “ 152 294; — 48 | — 56 | — 387 

* 104 100| + 4 + 7 7 
‘t—Trade-Retail ......1999 88 2 3 
Employm’t—Trade-Whl'sale 90 90; + + 1 + 2 
* Payrollsa—Manufact. ... AW. ‘1983-26 104 7 + 16 + 14 

No. of Cars| 75, 

Steel Prod? “ia! Weekly Tona(136i869 | 1268868 + 8 39 
Pig Iron Prod.*..... -Av. Daily Tons}136,599 | 130,984 | + 4 | + 42 | + 49 
Shipmts—U.S. Stl Cp.2* Thows. Tonal 1,456 1,297 | + 12 | + 64 | + 40 
Mach. Tool Ind. Oper. Rate™ .% Cap. 93 + 6 |+ 29 | + 49 

Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded—37 Eastern States)** 

Thous. of Dol|414,941 | 398,673 + 4 + 33 + 6 
Publie Works | 119:289| + 20 | 24 4 

Distribution 
Retail Sales (34 states)*.. + 12 
Store Sales Av. | +22 |+18 |+ 4 
Chain St. Sales*® Av SameMo. 1990-31 122 | 119} + + &i+ 6 
Prices 

Commod. Prices**....1926 17 |+ 3/4 

* Retail Food Prices” 96 w\;— 1 + 3 + 2 
Dept. Store Prices*’ 93 93 | 41+ 4 

Banking and Finance 
CHANGE FROM 
1940 1939 1938 

Unit [See 16 | | | Lest 

Nd - Month | Year 
Base Period Amt. \Per Ct. 

$ % 

2,434 2,826 2,564; — 12 | — 14 

4 8i+ 1 |— 33 

° 8,692 8,319 8,254 | +183 + 4 

oe 4,874 4,516 4,229 | +124 + 8 

e @ 866 1,042 1,286 | + 16 | — 17 

oe @ 1,222 | 1,180 1,160| + 7 + 4 

se @¢ 1,685 1,546 1,513 | + 30 9 

16,592 | 14,020 13,011 | — 79 

« “71 11,888 | 10,658 9,803 | —106 +12 

| 18,175 15,288 | + 28 + 15 

= 5,355 5,225 5,216; + 9 + 2 

8,084 | 7,236 6,552 | +108 t 12 

Monetary Gold Stock........ “ “| 21,093! 16,902} 13,588 | +293 25 
Money 1.00 | 1.00 1.00 0 0 
Stock Prices $60 Ind. . . Index, 1926) 93.4 | 112. 104.0 +4. 17 


Page 2a : 
12 Indicates Series Charted (Page 2). For Sources and Footnotes, See Page 3a. 


Reference Data—Ohio + 


CHANGE Frox 
Last 
ITEM Aug. | July Monra | [Ast Yes 
Unit mont 
or Index from 
Base Period July | ‘toss | eee 
General Business 
| | | 
* Bank Debits®............ 81 82 | 
Commercial Failures?? ...... Number) 36 42| — 6t|— 
pod Liabilities?* . Thous. Dol. 653 1,862 | — 52 + 6 8 
Life Ins. Sales Relative**...... 1930) 63 69| — 9 + 18 4 
Agr. Income—Ttl.** .....Av. 1984-88 89 91|— 2 + 14 
Dairy Products ..... 85 101, — 16 4 
91 123 | — 26 | + 42 
Poultry and Eggs. ..... 58 |— 
* Electric Power Production?®. .. 1926) 182 185; — 1 ll 
Bit. Coal Production**...Thous. tons| 1,843 1,782 | + 3 | +19 th 
Employment’ 
* Manufact. Employm’t (1916)*... 1924 98 94'+ 4/+12 
* Non-Manuf. Employm’t. (3513). ” si 8 2 
* Const. Employm’t. (1272). ..... 520 49; + 5 |+ 9 4 
* Total Employment (6701)...... ” 97 95 t +10 
Payrolis—Manufact.... (% Change § — 8 
Man Hrs. Wrkd—Manf. only) + 8 = 
Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded)° 
* Total (Index) .......+ 9 |+25 |—5 
Residential “ 89 108 | — 17 538 
Non-Residential ............. “ 38 58 33 61 
Public Works & Utilities...... “ 79 446| +70 |—16 |—& 
Distribution 
Retail Saes—Independent | 
Stores® (1,263)*........... See p. 5 _— _— + 13 + 2 4 
* Dept. Store Saies!®...... Av. 1923-25 84 67} + 25 | + 15 6 
Passgr. Car. Reg.*— (62 Cos.)Number| 10,352 18,812 | — 45 | + 2 
Truck Reg.*—(61 Cos.)...... - 1,907 2,161 | — 12 + 16 - 
Sales Ohio Dyers & Cleaners‘ (48)"%| — | — | + 8 |+18 | — 


Banking (4th Federal Reserve District)*® 


ITEM 
1940 1939 
Unit | sept. 18 | Sept.20 
Cleveland Federal Reserve Bank | $ % 
U.S. Gov. Securities...... Thous. Del,|249,572 | 283,499 | 240,262 | —1264| —22 
Member Bank Borrowings “ * 185 426 820 | + 38 |— 
Member District 
* Total Loans ...........-- Mi. “ 731 682 656 | + 20 | +17 
Bus. & Agric. Loans and 
Open Mkt. Paper...... “ 303 265 258 | + 15 | + 
Brok. & Other Secur. Loans “ ay 38 46 58 0 —N 
Reali Estate Loans....... 179 172 170; + 
Other Loans ..... 210 196 168|+ 
* Total Investments ....... 1,187 1,207 1,170|— 5 |—2 
* U.S. Govt. Obligations 905 921 891|— 8 |—2 
Demand Deposits ........ 1,447 1,261 1,075 | + 30 | 
Time Deposits ........... 743 734 7422;— 


* Indicates Series Charted (Page 3). For Sources and Footnotes, See Below. 


FOOTNOTES FOR BULLETIN TABLES 


P Preliminary; “ Less than 1% change; “ More than 1000% inerease; 
+ Change in number of failures; * Figures in parenthesis show number of firm 
reporting this month; » Data not available in time for this issue; * Com 
data not available — Only percentage change available; “ Adjusted for seasonal 
changes. 

Primary Sources: 

Computed from original data collected by the Bureau of Business Researth 
from: 1 Local Power and Light Co’s; 2 County Clerks of Courts; * Local Ga 
Co’s (Gas meters in use) ; * Ohio cleaners and dyers ; > Ohio wholesale grocet 

Compiled by the Bureau of Business Research from data collected in @ 
operation with: ® Bureau of the Census, U. S. Dept. of Commerce. 

Compiled by the Bureau of Business Research from special tabulation 
supplied by: 7 Bureau of Labor Statistics, U. S. Dept. of Commerce; and from 
data of: * Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System; ° F. W. Dodge 
Corporation. 

Other Data Sources: New York Times; ™ Association of American Ral- 
roads; 12 Dun & Bradstreet, Inc.; ™ American Iron & Steel Institute; ™ Sted 
Magazine; “ Federal Reserve Board; ™U. S. Dept. of Agriculture; “Com 
mercial & Financial Chronicle; *U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics; ¥ 
Reports ; “ Federal Power Commission ; 2! Bituminous Coal Division, U. 
of Interior ; 2 U. S. Steel Corporation ; ** National Machine Tool Builders A#® 
ciation; * F. W. Dodge Corporation; “Chain Store Age; ™U. S. Dept of 
Commerce: “ Fairchild Publications; *% Standard Statistics Co.; * Dept L 
Rural Economics, O. S. U.; ® National Industrial Conference Board; “BR 
Polk & Co.; * Life Insurance Sales Research Bureau. 
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MoNTH Last Year 
Aug. 
Aus. | ‘1940 
from 
Aug 
July 1939 
Jo Jo 
“Total (494)* 1 3 + ll 11 
% All (7) 15 721+ 3 | +18 13 
+ Non-Manufacturing (250) ..... oe 56 56| — @ — 1 — 2 
— Construction (62) .........++.- x: 87 81} + 7 + 41 + 15 
4 All Manuf: —|i+ 6 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores*(46)*. . + 11 + 9 
ts Auto Registrations :* New Cars.. Number 806 | 1,307 | — 38 + 12 + 39 
New Trucks . 115 141 | — 18 + 14 
Indus. Power Consumption. Index?. ..1926 80 17| + 5 + 18 t 13 
Building Occupancy Index*......... 1926 125 127| — 2 —® 1 
Value Bidg. Permits—Total Index*..1980| 75| 63| +18 | — 4 | +51 
2 —Residential..... “ 60 61; — 1 + 48 +105 
| : «“ « =“ —Non-Residential “ 99} 47] +111 | — 22 | + 30 
“al CANTON 
Employment Indexes :* 
1926 91 86); + 6 + 27 t 18 
Bee All Manufacturing (60)........ - 95 89); + 7 + 29 19 
Non-Manufacturing (114) 76 + 10 + 5 
|—o Payrolls:? Total....... —| —|+un 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores*(46 es + 30 + 20 
Auto Registrations :* New Cars—Number 416 | 778 | — 47 + 26 56 
91 + 3 +17 32 
2 *Bank Debits Index*.......... 80 + @ + 18 16 
5 t Commercial Failures*? ..... 1 + If — 
2 pane a Thous. Dol. ll 0 @ — 68 — 73 
6 - Building Occupancy Index*......... 1926 109} 111] — 2 ad 5 2 
Value Bldg. Permits—Total Index**.. 1980 | 218 | 292 | — 25 | +141 73 
— ES —Residential..... “ 449 415; + 8 +124 + 67 
—Non-Residential = 92 211 | — 56 +459 +122 
ANGE FROM 
CINCINNATI 
Employment Indexes :* 
Per 1926 | 107} + 1] + 8 6 
at. All Manufacturing (314)....... = 116 114} + 2 + 12 10 
Non-Manufacturing (661) ..... s7| | —@ 
264 | — 2 Construction s/n - 36 35; + 2 + 6 — 3 
All Manufacturing ..... _ 
15 Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (80)*.. —|i+ 8 + 10 +l 
) Retail Food Price Index’... .Av, 1985-81 94 1 + 4 3 
1i+é4 Auto Registrations :? New Cars—N wmber | 1,230 | 2,198 | — 44 | — 4 39 
211 274| — 23 + 27 38 
& lan *Bank Debits Index®. 80 s9;— 9 + 4 + 8 
30 | +16 Liabilities ............ 348| 304] + 15 | +154 55 
4\+1 Building Index?.. 1981 112} 112}; +@ | + 2 2 
mis Permits—Total Index**.. 1930 49 43; + 14 + 67 + 56 
Below. 39 47| — 15 —17 + 63 
< n-Residential sia 33 29; + 14 +462 105 
Sean Ind. Whe. Ae. % Cap. 18 82; — 5 + 27 27 
CLEVELAND 
© Comparable Smpioyment Indexes 
All Manufacturing (478) ...... = 104 101|; + 3 + 16 15 
Non-Manufacturing (564) ..... = 68 69|' — 1 @ 
ness Researth Construction (872) 72) + 2) | + 42 
esale gr All Manufacturing —|i+ 9 
lected in Non-Manufacturing ...............-- —|—® _ 
al tal Retail Sales—Independent Stores®(127)* 
‘ce; and Retail Food Price Index". ...Av, 1935-89 99 9; —@ + 5 2 
W. Auto : New ‘Care—Number 2,285 | 4,847 | — 47 | — 49 
ritute ; Sted mercial Failures!? .......... Number 4 12| — 8t| — 10¢| — 
Iture ; Com Dol. 37 862 | — 96 | — 82 t 9 
ties; Building Occupancy Index*......... 1926 107| —® @ 3 
n, U.S Permits—Total Index**.. 1930 139 66 | +109 3 
Dept. 
ent. Sua Ind. Oper. Rate!’ Whe % Cap. + 23 1 ts 
d; 
See Page 3a. 


* Indicates Series Charted (Page 6). For Sources and Footnectes, 
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Mow 
NTH 
1940 Aug. Aug. 
1940 | 1940 | months 
Unit from | from | 199 
or Index July Aug. from 
Base Period 1 1939 
COLUMBUS 
Employment Indexes :* % % % EM 
89 87| + 2 + 8 5 
All Manufacturing (99)........ = 88 8i + 4 + 2 r 120 
Non-Manufacturing 84 — + 6 4 
Payrolls :* —|+ 8 ont Pi 
Ali Manufacturing ..... — — 12 on 100 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores®(61)*.. —i+ 8 + 18 
Retail Food Price Index™....Av. 1935-39 90 o2\|— 2 + 2 1 
Auto New Cars—Number 798 | 1,875 | — 42 — 8 80. 
New Trucks 143 | 204) — 80 | + 61 20 
Liabilities ............ . -Thous. 49 78 | — 87 @ | = 
Building Occupancy Index. 1928 127 127; + @ t 2 +2 
Value Bidg. Permits-—Total Index**.. 1930 816 | 418 | — 24 12 40} 
—Residential..... “ 291; 644; —655 |— 5/+2 
“ bed = —Non-Residential ad 481 127 | +280 + 32 | —51 \ 
DAYTON PRC 
Employment Indexes :* | 200 
All Manufacturing (105) eoccce 134 129; + 4 13 1 
Non-Manufacturing (166) ..... ” 185 | 187|— + +17 
Construction 7 7 1 —12 |—171 
Retail Sales—Independent Storesé (43)*. —'+4 +19 | +2 
Auto Registrations :* New Cars—Number 562 | 1,082 — 48 | + 16 Bf 140} 
New 84 108 | — 22 33 3 
*Bank Debits Index®...............1926 77 +@ 19 15 
Commercial Failures?” .......... “Number 2 2 — + 120 
-Thous. Dol. 40 11| +873 | 
Indus. Power Consumption Index?...1926 225) 288; — 38 | + 12 15 
Value Bidg. ~ +. 1980 | ty 100 
6 50: 1 90 91 
“ “  —Non-Residential “ 7 30 = 17 87 
80 = 
TOLEDO 
Employment Indexes :* 60 - 
2. 103 + 4 + 7 +4 
All Manufacturing 114 108| + 6 +10 +17 
Non-Manufacturing ( 7 79; —@® + 40 - 
Non-Manufacturing ................. om 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores®(77)*. . —| +27 18 | 204 
Auto Registrations :* New Cars—Number 696 | 1,181 | — 41 6 | +8 
*Bank Debits Index®............... 1926 55 5} —® | +10 | + ou 
Commercial Failures*? ..... ++...Number 1 — 4¢| — 
hous. Dot. 5 15 | —68 | — 84 | +10 
Indus. Power Consumption Index}... 1926 215 215 | +® +24 
Value Bidg. Permits—Total Index?*.. 1930 85 95 | — 10 81 | —we 180 
—Residential. 534 201 | +166 123 | 
—Non-Residential “ 3 9/ — 68 — | ue 
160 
YOUNGSTOWN 140 
Employment Indexes :7 
90 87; + 4 +15 | +0 120 
All Manufacturing (54) ..... 85 82; + 4 +16 | +1 
Non-Manufacturing 82 83); — @ +11 {+1 
Construction 64 53 | + 21 —12 | 
All —| +10 - 
Non-Manufacturing ... 1 - 
Construction + 22 80 \— 
Retail _Sales—Independent Stores®(28)*.. —| —| 16 | + 
Auto Registrations :? New Cars—Number 868 | 748) —51 | — 8 % 
69; — 23 85 % 60 
1926 4) 1 15 
lt 
20 12; +177 ® 8 
Power Consumption, 1926 208! 201; + 1 | +17 
Building Occupancy Index*......... 116; 120; 38 | — 2 
Value Bldg. Permits—Total Index'*.. 1990 131} 118/ + 7 — 6 
—Residenti 246 | 249) —@ | +192 
ntial “ 71, 85) +106 | + 57 
Steal Ind. Oper. Whe Con. 84, 85) —@ + 52 
* Indicates Series Charted (page 7). For Sources and Footnotes, See 
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Ohio Barograph 
Aug. 1940 Compared with Aug. 1939 
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COAL PRODUCTION (sit) 

CONST. CONTRACTS 

AUTO REGISTRATION 

RETAIL SALES 
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Business Conditions in Ohio 


Retail Trade in Ohio gained substantially in 
August from July. Sales of independent retail stores 
were up 13 per cent from July and 2 per cent from 
August, 1939. Department store sales were up 25 
per cent from July and 15 per cent from August, 
1939. Sales of Ohio Dyers and Cleaners gained 8 
per cent in August from July and 18 per cent from 
August, 1939. For the first 8 months of this year, 
sales of independent retail stores were 12 per cent 
above the same period last year, and for the same 
period, department store sales gained 6 per cent. 
Passenger automobile registrations in 62 counties 
were down 45 per cent in August from July but were 
2 per cent above August, 1939. Truck registrations 
in 61 counties dropped 12 per cent in August from 
July but gained 16 per cent as compared with August, 
1939. y 

Agricultural Income was down 2 per cent in August 
from July but was up 14 per cent from August, 1939. 
For the first 8 months of this year, agricultural 
income was 6 per cent above the same period last 


ar. 

Electric Power Production dropped 1 per cent in 
August from July but was up 14 per cent from 
August, 1939, and for the year to date, was 11 per 
cent above the corresponding period last year. 

Bank Debits declined fractionally in August from 
July but were up 14 per cent from August, 1939, and 
for the first 8 months of the year, were 12 per cent 
above the same period last year. 

Construction Activity, as measured by the value of 
contracts awarded, was down 9 per cent in July from 
August due to the decline of 17 per cent in residen- 
tial and 33 per cent in non-residential building. 


| | 
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The recent release of the 1940 counts of population for 
the large cities of the United States by the Census Bureau 
makes possible a review of the concentration and move- 
ment of population in the 8 chief cities of Ohio. The popu- 
lation growth records of these 8 cities since 1850 show 
varied developments. 

Classified by their rates of growth since 1850, the 8 
chief Ohio cities may be reported in two groups. 


City 1858 City “from 1850 
(Times) (Times) 
74.4 
18.4 
Youngstown ........ 59.8 eee 19.3 
Cleveland .......... 51.6 Columbus .......... 17.1 
41.6 Cincinnati ......... 3.9 


In Group 1, there are 5 cities in which the population has 
increased between 41 and 74 times since 1850; in Group 
2, 8 cities in which the increase has been between approxi- 
mately 4 and 19 times. These differences in the rate of 
growth can be seen clearly on the graph where the slopes 
of the lines representing the cities in Group 1 are much 
steeper than those representing the cities in Group 2. The 
industrial histories of the cities in these two groups are 
told by these differences in their rates of growth. 

The lines representing Cleveland and Toledo, Ohio’s two 
great lake ports, are very similar. Toledo grew more rap- 
idly than Cleveland, however, in the period just before the 
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POPULATION GROWTH 


Civil War, which accounts for the greater increase shown 
for Toledo for the whole period. The populations of both 
of these cities reached peaks in the count of 1930; in the 
Census of 1940, Cleveland’s population dropped 2.4 per 
cent, and Toledo’s, 3.3 per cent from 1930. 

For the first 6 decades of the period 1850-1940, the other 
three cities in Group 1 had parallel growth curves, and for 
the whole period, Akron and Younstown were very similar. 
These two cities started their growth very slowly, but in 
the decade of the sixties grew rapidly, with the rising new 
industries, and both had surpassed Canton by 1880. Can- 
ton’s population was growing faster than that of the other 
two cities—Akron and Youngstown—prior to the Civil 
War, but the pace was gradually decreased. The effect of 
the rise of the rubber industry in Akron can be clearly seen 
in that city’s rapid growth in population between 1910 and 
1920. Between 1930 and 1940, both Akron and Youngs- 
town, still following the same patterns, have shown de- 
clines in population, the former, 4.7 per cent; and the lat- 
ter, 1.5 per cent, while Canton has continued its gradual 
upward trend with an increase of 3.3 per cent. 

The patterns and the rates of population growth between 
1850 and 1940 in Columbus and Dayton in Group 2 are 
very similar. Dayton has increased in size by 19 times, 
and Columbus, by 17 times, during the period. Columbus 
was larger than Dayton in 1850, smaller by about 1,500 
persons in 1860, but recovered this loss and forged ahead 
again by 1870, since which time the difference has become 
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OHIO CITIES, 1850-1940 


greater until, in 1940, Columbus has a population nearly 
100,000 greater than Dayton. These two cities have led 
the 8 major cities in their rates of growth between 1930 
and 1940. Dayton had the largest increase—5.2 per cent; 
Columbus the second largest—4.9 per cent. 


Per Cent Per Cent 

City Change 1940 City Change 1940 
from 1930 from 1930 

—2A Cincinnati ........ + 0.4 
a — 3.3 Columbus ........ + 4.9 
Youngstown ...... — 15 + 5.2 


Cincinnati, which is only 3.9 times larger in population 
in 1940 than in 1850, has had the slowest growth of the 8 
cities, although at no time during this period has there 
been a decrease. It must be recognized, however, that in 
1850 Cincinnati was Ohio’s largest city and was nearly 7 
times as large as Columbus, the second largest city. The 
early rapid growth of Cincinnati was a manifestation of 
its importance as a great Ohio River port and the city at 
the gateway to the west and south. Cincinnati was sur- 
passed in population by Cleveland in the decade 1890-1900, 
a period that was seeing a decline in the importance of 
the river waterways, and an increase in the importance 
of lake traffic and the railways in developing the industrial 
areas of the northern section of the United States. 


POPULATIONS OF 8 MAJOR CITIES IN OHIO, 


1850-1940 
anten{cincin-| Cleve-|Colum-| | Y’ngs- 
Period Akron |Cant | bus |Dayton|Toledo| 

3,26 2,603/115,435| 17,034] 17,882) 10,977] 3,829) 2,802 
8,477| 4,041)161,044) 43,417| 18,554) 20,081| 13,768] 2,759 
0,006; 8,660/216,239) 92,829) 31,274) 30,473) 31,584) 8,075 
16,512 12,258|255,139 160,146; 51,647) 38,678) 50,137) 15,435 
27,601) 88,150) 61,220) 81,434) 33,220 
42,728) 85,333/131,822| 44,885 
69,067) 50,217/363,591/560,663| 181,511/116,577|168,497| 79,066 
208,435) 87,091/401,247/796,841| 237,031) 152,559/243,164/132,358 
243,130) 108,337| 167,426 


1 Bureau of the Census, United States Department of Commerce. 


Data thus far released on changes in population for 
these 8 large cities, however, are not wholly satisfactory 
indicators of the movements of the populations, nor of 
the growth or decline in the various areas. During the 
last half century, there have been important changes in 
the degree of urbanization and suburbanization. 

The population data so far released in 1940 refer only 
to the corporate limits of cities. Data have not yet been 
published to show the sizes of populations of metropolitan 
areas—the corporate limits plus the suburban areas im- 
mediately surrounding the larger centers. When these 
data are made available they will show sizeable increases 
in every metropolitan area, no doubt. 


Ohio Reference Data (Continued from Page 3) 


RETAIL SALES—INDEPENDENT STORES IN OHIO‘ 


Sa.es REPoRTED 
Num- Cu’ce Auc.| CHANGE 

GROUPS AND LINES | ber of | Aug. | July | Aug. | 1940 From | 8 Mos 

OF RETAIL TRADE | Rept’s| 1940 | 1940 | 1939 1940 

J Aug.| from 

1940 | 1939 1939 

000g | 0008 | 0008 | % | % % 

FOOD 240; 1,027 990 968|+ 6 40 

Candy & confectionery 14 15 15 144;+/|+ 8 + 5 

Groceries (no meats) . 32 128 1383 124;— 4|+ 4 —1 

Groceries(with meats) 180 841 804 795| + 5|+ 6 4 

Meat markets........ 13 26 23 +15 +20 +6 

APPAREL 143| 1,860; 1,407) 1,600/ +16 + 5 

Men’s clothing... .... 58 465 396 399 | +17 | +17 +8 

Family clothing. ..... 27 390 294 343 | +32) +13 +6 

Women’s clothing... . 24 825 549 701 | +50 | +18 +5 

Shoe stores.......... 34 181 168 157| + 8} +15 —2 

AUTOMOTIVE 76| 2,012/ 2,768| 1,670 | —27| +21 +39 

Motor vehicles....... 70| 2,001, 2,746) 1,657 | +21 +39 
FURNITURE-HOUSE- 

HOLD-RA 88} 1,152/| 1,149| +19} +19 +15 

1,088 848 875 | +23) +19 +18 

Household appliances. 24 293 266 243 +21 +6 

LUMBER-BLDG.- 

HARDWARE 1,695 1,804) 1,518|— 6| +12 +7 
Lumber & Bldg. mat.. 47 865 838 769| + 3} +12 +9 
Hardware........... 148 787 934 707 | —16| +11 +6 

EATING & DRINKING 95 699 648 651;+ 8/+ 7 +4 
staurants......... 671 +8/+7| +4 
Drinking places... ... ll 26 24; + 9) +18 + 5 
Country general... .. 73 2 224 6 
Department stores 47 | 12,317 | 10,177 | 10,697 | +21 | +15 + 8 
stores.......... 174 454 443 426;+2\/+7 +4 
Filling stations. ..... 164) 159) 150/+3/+ 9] +8 
75 322 272 259 | +18 | +24 +14 
All Lines : 1,263 
Weighted by annual sales—1935 census............ +13/+ 2} +12 
Adjusted for number of working days........... -|+13/+ 6) +18 


For Footnotes and Sources, See Page 38a. 


NEW AUTOMOBILE REGISTRATIONS 


8-Masor COUNTIES? U. 
35 
Cuanas 
MAKE OF Per 
CAR Aug. July Aug. Aug. Cent 
1940 | 1940 1940 1940 Aus. July of 
= yn 1940 | 1940 = 
1940 1939 1940 
Chevrolet 1,593 2,683 | — 41 + 42 22 21 25 
} Re 928 | 1,868 | — 50 — 21 13 14 16 
Plymouth 867 1,910 | — 55 — 26 12 15 ll 
Dodge....... 599 867 | — 31 + 2 8 7 7 
Buick....... 531 1,242 | — 57 + 34 7 10 8 
Oldsmobile 437 748 | — 42 + 33 6 6 6 
Pontiac. .... 356 | 1,000 | — 64 + 15 5 8 6 
Chrys 273 4 — 44 + 6 4 4 3 
BBecccce 273 402 | — 32 — 19 4 3 3 
Hudson & 

Terraplane 272 270 | + +118 4 2 3 
Studebaker. . 224 376 | — 40 — 33 3 3 3 
Nash & 

Lafayette. 219 309 | — 29 + 38 3 2 2 
Packard... . 211 264 | — 20 + 8 3 2 3 
Mercury... 148 274 | — 46 — 10 2 2 3 
Willys- 

Overland. 65 103 | — 37 — 60 @ @ oO 

53 71 | — 25 @ 
Lincoln & 

Zephyr. 49 71 | — 31 — 23 bod 
Cadillac..... 30 39 | — 23 — 33 
Graham..... 21 26 |— 19 — 13 
TorTaL..... ’ 7,156 | 13,016 | — 45 + 2 100 100 100 


| 
| 
For Footnotes and Sources, See Page 3a. 
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Business Conditions in 


AKRON 


Employment continued to increase during August, reg. 
istering a gain of 3 per cent from the previous month, and 
11 per cent from August of last year. The gains in manv- 
facturing and in construction employment for the same 
periods were 3 per cent and 13 per cent, and 7 per cent and 
41 per cent, respectively; non-manufacturing employment 
decreased fractionally. Total payrolls increased 6 per cent 
from July. Retail sales of independent stores decreased 
slightly but were 11 per cent ahead of August, 1939. New- 
car registrations continued to decline. Bank debits were 
down 1 per cent from July but were 21 per cent greater 
than in August of last year. Industrial power consumption 
continued to gain, rising 5 per cent above July. Non- 
residential permits issued during August more than 
doubled those of July, while residential permits dropped 
slightly. 

CANTON 

For the second consecutive month, Canton made the 
largest percentage gain in employment among the eight 
major cities in the State. Total employment was up 6 per 
cent, and manufacturing employment, 7 per cent. Com- 
pared with August, 1939, total employment gained 27 per 
cent and manufacturing employment, 29 per cent. Payrolls 
gained 11 per cent from July. Sales of independent stores 
were up 11 per cent from July and 30 per cent from 
August, 1939. New-car registrations continued to decline, 
but for the first 8 months of 1940, were 56 per cent above 
the same period last year. Bank debits remained substan- 
tially unchanged from the previous month but were 18 
per cent above August of last year. The gain of 8 per cent 
in value of residential permits issued during August was 
offset by a drop in non-residential permits. 


CINCINNATI 

Employment reversed the trend of the previous month 
to show a gain of 1 per cent from July, and 8 per cent from 
August, 1939. Manufacturing employment was up 2 per 
cent from July and 12 per cent from August of last year. 
Non-manufacturing employment was down 1 per cent, 
Payrolls during August remained substantially unchanged 
from July. Sales of independent stores gained 8 per cent 
from July and 10 per cent from August, 1939. Retail food 
prices dropped 1 per cent but remained above last year’s 
level. Bank debits declined 9 per cent from July but were 
4 per cent greater than in August, 1939. The steel indus- 
try operating rate dropped during August but was 27 per 
cent greater than during the same month last year. 


CLEVELAND 

During August, total employment gained 2 per cent 
from July and 12 per cent from August, 1939. Manufac- 
turing and construction employment were up 8 per cent 
and 2 per cent, respectively. Compared with August of last 
year, manufacturing employment gained 16 per cent. Pay- 
rolls made even larger gains from July, total payrolls 
increasing 7 per cent and manufacturing payrolls, 9 per 
cent. Sales of independent stores were up 23 per cent from 
July. Retail food prices dropped fractionally. Bank debits 
were down 1 per cent from July but were 16 per cent above 
August, 1989. The steel industry operating rate was uP 
22 per cent from July, and for the 8 months of 1940, showed 
a gain of 36 per cent over the same period last year. 
Building permits gained from the previous month due te 
an increase in non-residential permits. 
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the Chief Ohio Cities 


COLUMBUS 


Total employment increased 2 per cent from July, and 
3 per cent from August, 1939. Manufacturing employment 
was up 4 per cent from July; non-manufacturing employ- 
ment dropped fractionally from July, but was 6 per cent 
above August, 1939. Payrolls increased 8 per cent from 
July. Retail sales of independent stores gained 3 per cent 
from July, and 13 per cent from August of last year. New- 
car registrations decreased 42 per cent from July, but for 
the first eight months of 1940, remained 25 per cent above 
registrations for the same period in 1939. Bank debits 
showed a substantial increase over July, and over August 
of last year. The value of building permits dropped 24 per 
cent from July, despite a large increase in non-residential 
permits. 

DAYTON 

Total employment during August increased 3 per cent 
from July, and 10 per cent from August, 1939. Manufac- 
turing employment was 13 per cent greater than a year 
ago. Payrolls in manufacturing industries were up 9 per 
cent from July. Retail sales of independent stores gained 
4 per cent from July, and 19 per cent from August, 1939. 
New car registrations decreased 48 per cent from July, but 
gained 15 per cent from August, 1939, and during the first 
eight months in 1940, increased 58 per cent from the same 
period in 1989. Bank debits increased fractionally from 
July, and were 19 per cent ahead of August, 1939. The 
value of building permits decreased 11 per cent from July, 
but was up 15 per cent from August, 1939. Industrial 


power consumption to date in 1940 was 15 per cent ahead 
of 1989. 


TOLEDO 


Manufacturing employment gained 6 per cent from July, 
while non-manufacturing employment dropped fraction- 
ally. Total employment was 7 per cent above August, 1939. 
Payrolls in all industries increased in July. Retail sales 
of independent stores increased 27 per cent from July, 
and were 13 per cent above August, 1939. New car regis- 
trations dropped 41 per cent from July, but were 6 per 
cent above August of last year. The total value of build- 
ing permits issued dropped 10 per cent from July, though 
the value of residential permits increased 166 per cent. 
Industrial power consumption remained practically un- 
changed from July, but was 24 per cent greater than dur- 
ing August of last year, and for the first 8 months of 
1940, was 82 per cent ahead of the same period last year. 


YOUNGSTOWN 


Manufacturing and construction employment increased 
from July by 4 per cent and 21 per cent, respectively. 
Employment in all industries except construction showed 
again from August, 1939. Total payrolls were above July, 
by 9 per cent. Retail sales of independent stores were 16 
per cent above July, and 29 per cent above August, 1939. 
New-car registrations continued to decline. Bank debits 
dropped slightly from July, but were 15 per cent ahead of 
August, 1989. The value of non-residential building per- 
mits issued gained 106 per cent from July, and was 57 per 
cent above August, 1989, The steel industry operating 
rate dropped slightly in August from July, but remained 
52 per cent above August, 1939. 
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Employment in Ohio 


INDEX MANUFACTURING EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRIES 
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Employment in Ohio gained 3 per cent in August from 
July and 10 per cent from August, 1939. The August gaim 
was due to a 4 per cent increase in manufacturing employs 
ment and a 5 per cent increase in construction employment 
Non-manufacturing employment was down fractionally, Ag 
compared with August, 1939, manufacturing employment 
was up 12 per cent; non-manufacturing employment, 3 pe 
cent; and construction employment, 9 per cent. Payroll 
gains, in general, paralleled manufacturing gains, ang 
were slightly greater. 

All of the 11 major manufacturing industry groups re 
ported employment gains in August from July, the August 
increases ranging from fractional gains in the chemicals 
and paper and printing groups to 9 per cent in the vehicles 
group. As compared with August, 1939, all groups re 
ported increases except the food products group and i 
textiles group. The gains from August, 1939, in the other 
groups ranged from a fractional gain in miscellaneous 
manufacturing to 22 per cent in the lumber products an@ 
machinery groups. 


Paynouat 
1926 = 100 cna 
INDUSTRIAL GROUP Ang. 1940 
Aug.?| July | 1940 1 from 
i940 | 1940 | | ‘ame. | 
1940 | 1939 
| | % * 
TOTAL (6701)*......... | 97 9 | + + 10 t 6 
All Manufacturing (1916 | 98 4/+12 
Chemicals (129) 101) 101); | + 10) 
Feed Products (217)........ 125 | 117 | + 2| +4 
Bakery (68).............. 159| 158; 4+ |4+ 5| —@ 
Miscellaneous (149)....... 100} +11|— 7] +8 
Lumber Products (96)...... 92 87| + 6|+ 22| 
Furniture (39)............ 101 | 6|/+26| 
Miscellaneous (57)........ 17 78 | + 8 t 
127 125 + 2) + 22 
Electrical Machinery, Ap- | | 
paratus & Supplies (102) 161| 155|+ 16) 
Machine Tools (50)....... | 185| | +568) 
Material Handling and | | 
Power Machinery (14)..| 75 +18'+14| +@% 
Spec. Mach. & Appl. (4).. 89 9 — 1)|;+@ —#? 
Metal Products (632)....... 10 101 ' + +8 
Foundry Products and | 
Drop Forgings (290).... 127; 1283' + 8'+25| +€ 
Pipes, Pumps, Valves, and | 
Plumbers’ Supplies (17); 65! 66|/—@ |—@ | 4 @ 
Screw Machine Products } 
and Hardware (42)..... { 6 t 13 
Sheet Metal Work (60)....| 851+ 9 9 
Steel Works and Rolling | | 
M4) 110, + 4) 418) 
Stoves and Furnaces (33) |— 
Miscellaneous (114)....... 181 3\|+ 8 
Paper and Printing (246)... 115, | + 2 o 
Paper, ine. Stationery (26) 121; |+ —# 
Print. & Publish. (183)...| 110; 109 +@ | 4@ | +@ 
Miscellaneous (37)........ 115; 114/4+@ | + 8 t 6 
Rubber Products (50)....... 70; 7 
Tires and Tubes (14)...... 66, 6)+ 7 
Miscellaneous (36)....--.. 120; 108; + 11/4 6 16 
Stone, Clay, and Glass 
Products (128) ......... 103'+ 8] 
Brick and Tile (65)....... 44 4|;—@ |-—@ | +3 
Vitreous & Semi-Vitreous | 
China and Pottery (28). 74 2)+ 2 
Miscellaneous (21)........ 67 5|+ 18 8 
Textiles (126) .............. 94 8 
Men’s Clothing (62)...... 127| 2/+ 2 
Miscellaneous (64)........ 63 59/+ 6|/— 4 t 
Autos and Parts (37)..... | 66 9/+15| +m 
Cars, Electric and Street | 
| 11 | + 16| +142) + 
Miscellaneous (11)........ 17 70| + 10| + 47| + 
Mise. Manufacturing (70)... 110 108 | + 
Non-Manufacturing (3513).... 83 | + 8| 
Trade (Ret. & Whlisl.) (2821) | 101| 103|— 1 3| —@ 
Transport. & Pub. Util. (401) 83 s3|;—™ |+ 4 t 1 
Construction (1272)........... 52 49'+ 


This tabulation was based on employment of 494,927 persons in A’ 
For S and Footnotes, See Page 3-a 
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